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Course Description 

This course is an Advanced Placement English Literature course design to prepare students for 

both the AP Exam and college literature coursework. 

Students will read, reflect upon, analyze, and discuss a variety of literature. Students will 

write to effectively convey their analysis and understanding of literature in an organized and 

concise manner. Students will practice using the format and style of AP tests, both multiple 

choice questions and essay prompts, and will be assessed through practice scoring essays. 

AP standards meet or exceed the English/Language Arts standards established by the state of 

California and the Common Core expectations.  

 

Teacher Contact and Office Hours 

Email: cgillettelunsford@sandi.net 

Remind Code:  

1A: @68237  

4B: @d2c46c7 

Office Hours: Available on Zoom by appointment 

 

Course Format 

In distance learning, classes will meet 2-3 times a week on Zoom for 115 minutes per day. The 

Zoom time will be divided into whole group and small group sessions.  

Small group sessions will use break out rooms while students work collaboratively, and 

students remain on Zoom the entire time. Students will have opportunities to contribute to the 

class discussion after small group sessions. 

Individual homework and classwork will be completed on Google Classroom. Essays will be 

submitted to Turnitin.com. Small group work will be done on documents shared through the 

student’s Google Drive. 

 

mailto:cgillettelunsford@sandi.net


Course Content 

This course is designated as an AP Literature and Composition course by the district and the 

College Board, and is recognized as such by all accredited colleges and universities. As such, all 

students will be assessed on AP Literature exam components throughout the year and are 

expected to participate in all relevant study and preparation. 

 

Unit design for the course follows the recommended unit plan provided by College Board to 

master the skills and enduring understanding required for success on the AP Literature exam 

and future college literature courses. See the Unit Timelines for the course for further 

information. 

 

In short fiction and poetry units, works will be selected from the DiYanni Literature textbook 

and recommended material from AP Course Design workshops.  

 

Course Texts 

DiYanni, Robert. Literature: Reading Fiction, Poetry, and Drama. Sixth Edition. 

Hansberry, Lorraine. A Raisin in the Sun. 

Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451. 

Atwood, Margaret. The Handmaid’s Tale. 

 

All texts read in class will be posted online. Students will be able to pick up hard copies of 

course texts from the school library. 

 

 

Grades 
20% - Collaborative Discussions 
To earn full points for collaborative discussions each week, a student must actively participate 
in all collaborative work, AND make at least one substantive and text-based contribution to 
class discussion per week. 
Applicable Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate.  
  
20% - Reading Comprehension and Preparation 
Students are expected to demonstrate independent understanding of course texts by 
completing a journal or assignment associated with each reading for homework. While no 
points will be deducted for completing homework late, classwork is based on the homework 
reading, and students will be at a disadvantage in class if they do not complete reading. 
Applicable Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.10 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/10/


By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
at the high end of the grades 11-CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or 
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
  
30% - Focused Analysis Assignments 
Students will receive periodic individual assignments focusing on specific skills for analyzing 
various aspects of prose, poetry, and dramatic literature. Each assignment will address a 
specific skill from the AP Literature and Composition Standards. Students may revise and 
resubmit work in this category to demonstrate mastery and improve their letter grade. 
  
30% - Free Response Writing 
Students will periodically write essays using AP Literature and Composition prompts for the 
Free Response Question. Students are assessed on AP writing standards, and may revise essays 
to demonstrate mastery and improve their letter grade. 
 

Grade Scale: 

 90% and up = A 

 80% to 89% = B 

 70% to 79% = C 

 60% to 69% = D 

 59% and below = F 

Grades will be available through PowerSchool, or by conference. 

 

Attendance and Engagement  

A student is defined as present in the period if they attend the Zoom session during their 

scheduled class time and/or complete the work specific to that section.  

If a student is not able to make the Zoom meeting or complete the work that day, they can clear 

the absence by completing the work within 5 days of the assignment. Students should email or 

send a Remind message to ascertain what work needs to be completed. 

 

 

Course Expectations and Information 

Supplies 

All supplies a student must have to perform class assignments, homework, or projects are 

provided by the school at no cost to the students. There are some items, however, that are 

recommended but not required. 

Assessed work must be submitted through Canvas or Turnitin.com, therefore a computer with 

internet access is a mandatory component of the course. Computers may be checked out from 

school. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/a/


 

Computers and Digital Community 

All items of the San Diego High School Acceptable Use Policy will be enforced. 

Students will not use computers for anything that would be considered inappropriate for 

school. For example, websites promoting drugs and alcohol will not be visited, and games 

depicting violence will not be played.  

Since you will be using the computers from your home, the restrictions on the school network 

will not be in effect. Students are expected to abide by regulations of their own accord and to be 

good digital citizens. 

Conduct in Zoom classes should be as respectful and mindful of your teacher and classmates as 

in a physical classroom. Content posted in Canvas should be academic, relevant, and 

respectful. Even in a pandemic, this is still an advanced course, and students are expected to 

conduct themselves accordingly. 

 

Academic Integrity 

Cheating or plagiarism of any kind will result in a zero on the assignment, U in citizenship for 

the quarter and may result in a parent conference, referral and/or a failing grade in the course. 

A student caught plagiarizing on more than one assignment will automatically fail the course. 

All written assignments must be submitted through TurnItIn.com. You will be provided with 

the class ID and enrollment password in class.  

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: 

1) Including ideas in your assignment that are not your original ideas without citation, 

even if the ideas are paraphrased. 

2) Researching literary analysis and using outside sources on assignments that require 

independent literary analysis. 

3) Using the ideas or work of another student on non-collaborative assignments, even if 

the student has graduated. 

4) Allowing another student to use your ideas or writing in their own assignment. 

If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, please see me.  

 

 


